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He examined every option. He worked to forge 
agreement to complete a dam at Auburn, Cali-
fornia. It was to be a multipurpose dam, then 
a dry dam, and then ultimately, no dam, but 
assurance of adequate water supply for up- 
country users represented by Congressman 
John Doolittle. Because of Bob Matsui’s per-
sistence, original thinking, flexibility and 
collegiality, we were able to develop a com-
prehensive proposal that strengthens levees, 
makes use of the existing Folsom Dam, and 
preserves the beautiful American River Can-
yon. 

As this project comes to completion over the 
next few years, every Spring, when the snows 
melt and rains come, and the State Capitol in 
Sacramento stays dry, the people of California 
and the Nation will owe a debt of gratitude to 
Bob Matsui for his persistence and wisdom on 
behalf of flood control. 

Flood control is just one example of Bob 
Matsui’s dedication and effectiveness. There 
are countless other examples. 

In his first congressional race in 1978, Con-
gressman Matsui campaigned as an underdog 
who vowed to bring new statesmanship to 
public office. His campaign was enriched by 
literally hundreds of volunteers that helped him 
achieve victory. Bob Matsui did not disappoint 
his constituents. He brought not only states-
manship, but also dedication, competence, in-
novation, and integrity to public service. 

Elected to 14 consecutive terms in the 
House, Bob Matsui rose through the ranks to 
be a member of the Leadership team. Under 
his quiet demeanor lay a man of keen intellect 
who was a trusted friend and a formidable 
competitor. 

As a senior member of the Committee on 
Ways and Means, Congressman Matsui was 
substantially involved with all the complex pol-
icy issues placed before the Committee includ-
ing international trade, health care, welfare re-
form, and tax issues. 

Congressman Matsui helped create the Re-
search and Development Tax Credit in 1981 
to fuel innovation in the American economy. In 
1986, he spearheaded efforts that resulted in 
extensive reform of the tax code. His work on 
the Earned Income Tax Credit helped extend 
the tax credit for working poor families. 

Most recently, Congressman Matsui was 
preparing to lead the discussions regarding 
the future of social security and his desire to 
preserve social security for future generations. 
Bob Matsui truly understood the varied com-
plexities of the social security program, and he 
was determined that any reform of social se-
curity would provide for its long-term solvency 
without compromising its fundamental pur-
poses. 

Bob Matsui was intellectually curious and 
honest. He was fair minded and even handed. 
His legacy is one of compassion, commitment 
to do the right thing, hard work, and wisdom. 

Congressman Matsui is ably succeeded by 
his wife DORIS MATSUI. She has already done 
an admirable job of representing the people of 
California’s 5th District and I am confident that 
she will continue to do so. 

It is most fitting and proper that the career 
of this truly outstanding member be honored 
with the designation of the new courthouse in 
his hometown of Sacramento, California as 
the ‘‘Robert T. Matsui United States Court-
house.’’ I urge the bill’s passage. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today as 
a cosponsor of this legislation, which will 

name the Federal courthouse in Sacramento 
after our former colleague and friend, the late 
Representative Bob Matsui. 

As many of you know, we both arrived in 
Washington in 1979 as newly elected Con-
gressmen from opposite ends of California’s 
vast Central Valley. For more than 20 years, 
we worked together on issues of importance 
to California, such as securing funding to com-
bat drug trafficking and to gain a better under-
standing of the challenges posed by Califor-
nia’s air quality. Through these efforts, as well 
as through his work on the Committee on 
Ways and Means, I saw first-hand Bob’s com-
mitment to, and strong advocacy of, his prin-
ciples and how he served his constituents with 
honor and distinction. 

Naming a Federal courthouse, where our 
Nation’s laws and constitution are used to dis-
pense justice, is a fitting way to remember 
Bob. Notwithstanding his service as a Member 
of the U.S. Congress, he was one of the more 
than 120,000 persons of Japanese ancestry 
who, pursuant to Executive Order 9066, were 
forcibly removed from their homes by our gov-
ernment and detained during World War II. 
Undoubtedly, this experience had a profound 
impact upon his life and career. 

Accordingly, I now ask my colleagues to 
pass this legislation in honor Bob’s service to 
his constituents and Nation. 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SIMPSON). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. SHUSTER) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 787. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H.R. 1463, H.R. 483 and H.R. 787, the 
matters just considered by the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 8, DEATH TAX REPEAL 
PERMANENCY ACT OF 2005 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 202 and ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 202 
Resolved, That upon the adoption of this 

resolution it shall be in order to consider in 
the House the bill (H.R. 8) to make the re-
peal of the estate tax permanent. The bill 
shall be considered as read. The previous 
question shall be considered as ordered on 
the bill and on any amendment thereto to 
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept: (1) one hour of debate on the bill equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chairman 
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means; (2) the amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute printed in 
the report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution, if offered by Rep-
resentative Pomeroy of North Dakota or his 
designee, which shall be in order without 
intervention of any point of order, shall be 
considered as read, and shall be separately 
debatable for one hour equally divided and 
controlled by the proponent and an oppo-
nent; and (3) one motion to recommit with or 
without instructions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. 
HASTINGS) is recognized for 1 hour. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, for the purpose of debate 
only, I yield the customary 30 minutes 
to the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. MCGOVERN), pending which I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 
During consideration of this resolu-
tion, all time yielded is for the purpose 
of debate only. 

(Mr. HASTINGS of Washington asked 
and was given permission to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, House Resolution 202 is a 
structured rule providing for 1 hour of 
general debate on H.R. 8, a bill to make 
the repeal of the estate tax permanent, 
to be equally divided and controlled by 
the chairman and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on Ways and 
Means. The rule provides for consider-
ation of the amendment in the nature 
of a substitute printed in the Com-
mittee on Rules report accompanying 
the resolution, if offered, by the gen-
tleman from North Dakota (Mr. POM-
EROY) or his designee, which shall be 
considered as read and shall be sepa-
rately debatable for 1 hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the proponent 
and an opponent. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, the rule waives 
all points of order against the amend-
ment printed in the report and provides 
one motion to recommit with or with-
out instructions. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 8, a bill introduced 
by the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
HULSHOF), permanently repeals the 
death tax. I commend the gentleman 
from Missouri (Mr. HULSHOF) for cham-
pioning an end to the death tax, as my 
former friend and colleague, Jennifer 
Dunn, did while serving in Congress. 
Through Jennifer’s tireless efforts, in 
2001 Congress acted in a bipartisan 
fashion to gradually phase out the 
death tax and fully eliminate it in 2010. 

However, if Congress does not extend 
the death tax repeal beyond 2010, in 
2011 small business owners and family 
farmers will once again be assessed the 
full death tax at the maximum 2001 

VerDate Aug 04 2004 01:05 Apr 14, 2005 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A13AP7.007 H13PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-20T13:07:59-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




